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Wagfjingtort, OC 20515 

May 10, 2019 

`I'he Honorable Andrew Wheeler	The llonorable R.D. James 
Administrator	 Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency	Department of the Army 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.	108 Army Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20460	 Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Administrator Wheeler and Assistant Secretary James: 

We write in opposition to the proposed rule entitled, the Revised Definition of "Waters nf the 
United States, " published by the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Cngineers. We urge the Agencies to withdraw this harmful proposal, which is expected to 
eliminate Clean Water Act protections for more than half of the nation's wetlands and thousands 
of miles of streams, including sources of drinking water. 

Congress passed the Clean Water Act in 1972 in order to "restore and maintain the chemical, 
physical, and biological integrity of the Nation's waters." Despite this directive, the proposed 
rule would eliminate existing protections for certain water bodies, exposing these previously 
protected sources to pollution and preventing these areas from utilizing prevention and clean-up 
programs. The proposed rule would mark the most severe weakening of Clean Water Act 
protections since its inception 47 years ago and would be particularly detrimental to the health 
and well-being of Pemisylvanians. 63 percent of Pennsylvania residents get their drinking water 
directly or indirectly from small streams. Legacy pollution, such as acid mine drainage, is 
already a challenge for our waterways so maintaining clean surfaee water resources for future 
generations will be critical. The large-scale closures of public wells in Montgomery and Bucks 
Counties resulting from the chemical contamination from Warminster and Willow Grove Naval 
Stations is one example of the importance of the Clean Water Act for Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania's water resources are abundant and vital to the overall ecosystem health and 
economic well-being of the Commonwealth. Pennsylvania has approximately 86,000 miles of 
streams, 404,000 acres of wetlands, 161,445 acres of lakes, 17 square miles of the Delaware 
F,stuary, and 63 rniles of Oreat Lakes shorefront. Our wetlands contain many rare, threatened, 
and endangered species, reflecting the importanee of the conservation of biodiversity within the 
Commonwealth. These water bodies also provide critical flows for our'state fish, the brook trout. 
Clean water supports many diverse job sectors from wildlife recreation (with $2.8 billion spent 
annually in Pennsylvania's economy) to small local breweries (with 21,000 jobs and $2.0 billion 
spent annually). Further, threats to waterbodies such as wetlands put communities at an increased 
risk as wetlands help to mitigate flooding and filter our water. 

PRINTECt OPF RECYCLED PAPER



Eliminating and weakening Clean Water Act protections puts at risk the health and safety of 
Pennsylvanians, the American people, and our natural resources. We urge the EPA and the Army 
Corps to swiftly withdraw this proposed rule and instead focus on fairly and fully enforcing the 
Clean Water Act. 
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IVlember of Congress

Matt Cartwright 
Member of Congress
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